Necessity of Religion

(nasti tesu jatividyarupakula dhana kriyadi bhedah-
Narada Bhakti Sutra, 72)

An intense and enclusive love for God can lead to the
highest rung of spiritual attainment. Both knowledge and
ritualism become equally unnecessary there. In the words of
Vivekananda : "Nothing remains to bind him or fetter his
freedom. A ship, all of a sudden, comes near a magnetic rock,
and its iron bolts and bars are all attracted and drawn out,
and the planks get loosened and freely float on the water.
Divine grace thus loosens the binding bolts and bars of soul,
and it becomes free." (Complete Works of Swami
Vivekananda, Advaita Ashrama, Calcutta, sixth edition, 1957,
Vol. Ill pp. 72-73).

6 What is still more important is that the BhSgavata
Dharma does not need any teacher whatsoever. Everybody
can get the favour of God if he tries. Self-effort is needed,
and not the intermediation of any person or preceptor.
One must exercise one's free choice. The Bhagavadglta
states:

*

"One should lift oneself up by one's own efforts and
should not degrade oneself; for one's own self is one's friend,
and one's own self is one's enemy." (VI-5) One may offer
anything to God. Let it be a leaf, or flower, a fruit or even
mere water. (IX-26) God shall accept it. But it must be offered
by a person spontaneously and without anybody's guidance.
Religion gathers much dirt around it only because some sects
make it compulsory that help or guidance of a priest or
middleman is essential. The priest or a middleman gets undue
importance and he starts exploiting people. It is illogical to
think that, God has appointed His agents on the earth and
they alone can show the path of God-realization. God is not
like any mortal being who needs agents to keep contacts with
bis persons because his power and presence are limited. God
is omniscient, omnipresent omnipotent. In fact, God's gates